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APPRAISAL- IT IS g amy(1)

POSSIBLE THAI ENGRAL PHGUMI MADE THE STATEMEN!S LWFORTED; WHETIER A

"PALSE COUP" WAS “ONSIDERED BY TRE LAC OFFICIAIS T8 UNKNOWN.

1. SHICRTLY APTZR HIS MEETINGS WITEIV UNITED STATZS GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS
IN WASHINGTON GEYNERLL PHOUMI STATED THAT HE HAD DISUUSLED WITH THEM THE
PROBLEMS FACING THY UEUTRALIST-CONSERVATIVE COALITION UFON TH¥ EXPLRATION ON
7 OCTOBER OF THE FRIMZ MINISTER'S SPECIAL POWERS, AND AGAIN IN APRIL 1965 WHEN
THE NATIONAL ASSEMZIYS FIVE-YEAR TERM EXPIRES. PHOUMI GAID THAT HE DISCUSSED
A QUASI-CONSTITUTiONAL SOLUTION WITH AMERICAN OFFICIALS, BUT THAT HE HAD
NCT DISCUSSED”A—PO SIBLE "FALSE COUP D'ETAT," '%N-f!\LTERNATIVT‘T PLAN WHICH HE,
THE PRIME MINISTER, AND THE KING HAVE IN FACT DISMUSSED AND WHIC:i THE LATTER
TWO EXPRESSED W'ILLINGNESS TO CONSIDER FAVORABLY.

2. THE ALTERNATE PLAN WOULD BE AS FOLLOWS: CERTAILN OFFICERS OF THE

LAO ARMED FORCES WQULD STAGE A PEACEFUL BUT RAPID TAKE -OVER OF VIENTIANE,

material contalns informatinn afecting the National Defense of the United Siates within the meaning of the Esplonage Laws, Title
thorired person ls probibited by law.
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3.4(EX1)
i DISSOLVE THE NATIONAL ASSEMBIY AND APPEAL TO PHOUMI TO FORM A NEW GOVERNMENT.
UNDER THE TERMS CF THE PLAN, PHOUMI WOULD DECLINE AND THE COUP LEADERS WOULD
TIEN ASK SOUVANNA TO FORM A GOVERRMENT. SOUVANNA WOULD ACCEPT.
3. FIELD DISSEM: CINCPAC .PACFLT ARPAC PACAF.
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